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Navigating your way around the London Olympics
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If you’ve got your sights set on London any time around the 2012 Olympics, it’s time

to start researching your options and booking your travel. With the UK preparing for its
biggest and busiest summer in history, you need to do your homework now to make your
trip as cost effective as possible.

The lowdown on London

Between 27 July and 12 August 2012, London will be abuzz with millions of visitors attending the 16-day London Olympic Games
across 34 venues in the Greater London area. While many people will stay on for the 11-day Paralympic Games (29 August — 9
September), a number of other major events will be held between June and September. Among these will be:

¢ Queen Elizabeth Diamond Jubilee (2 — 5 June) e Wimbledon (25 June — 8 July)

e Ramadan (20 July — 18 August) e Notting Hill Carnival (26 — 27 August)

e | ondon Fashion Week (September).

With all of this activity, the number of trips made daily on the London Tube is expected to spike from its current level of 3.5 million to a

massive 23.5 million during the peak games period. The influx_of visitors to the city will not only place extraordinary pressure on local
transport and infrastructure, but also on air and ground travel, and accommodation.
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Impacts on price and availability

If you are planning to be in London during the summer of 2012,
particularly during the Olympics, cost and availability of flights
and hotels are the two hurdles you need to clear as quickly as
possible. Prices are rising as availability closes out in the lead up
to the games, so you need to plan and book your travel now.

Air travel

As inbound travel to London will be significantly affected, some
airlines are considering extra capacity and could release ‘early-
bird’” specials. But in those cases ‘early’ could mean 12 months
early! If you delay booking until closer to the event, you will
almost certainly pay premium prices as discount tickets are
snapped up.

Hotels

Hotels and property chains in central London have already
allocated rooms to the London Organising Committee of the
Olympic Games and Paralympic Games (LOCOG). With the
subsequent decline in hotel room supply and the spike in
demand, London’s accommodation rates will potentially be on
the rise — subject to supply and demand. Fortunately, some of
the demand is expected to be met with new hotel supply of more
than 4,800 rooms coming onto the market within the next 12
months.

Many UK hotels have not yet set their rates for the games

period and are only taking enquiries rather than bookings. Other
properties have indicated minimum length of stay and rate/spend
requirements will apply during the peak games period.

Ground transport

Rail: If you are planning any rail travel, advance tickets are not
likely to be available in peak travel times during the Olympics.
With 80% of spectators expected to travel by Tube or Docklands
Light Railway, train carriages may be declassified and extra
carriages may operate to cope with demand. Rail ‘hotspots’ for
commuters are expected to include:

e The West End

e Westminster

e Bank

e The South Bank from Waterloo to London Bridge
e Canary Wharf

e Stratford and Canning Town

e |iverpool Street

¢ King's Cross St Pancras.

The Jubilee Line and Central Line, as key routes to the Olympic
Park will be significantly busier than usual during the peak
games period. The Northern Line is also expected to be heavily
impacted.

Eurostar: If you are planning to use the Eurostar service for
travel to/from Europe, advance fares will be available during the
peak period and priced within the current fare range, however,
they could carry different terms. All Eurostar tickets purchased
four months before departure or later will revert to the normal
pricing schedule.

Road and river services: Throughout Greater London, road
and river services will be heavily impacted by high demand and
temporary road closures around the Olympic Route Network

and Paralympic Route Network. Parking controls will be in place
around each Olympic venue. Roads that will be affected around
the venues outside London include: Eton Dorney, Hadleigh Farm,
Lee Valley, White Water Centre, Weymouth, Portland and regional
football stadiums such as Cardiff and Manchester. Buses and
coaches will be transporting spectators from local rail stations
and park-and-ride sites used by the venues.

Key ways to reduce costs

Campus Travel offers the following advice to keep your travel
costs down and minimise the impacts of this hectic period on
your own plans.

During the peak Olympics period...

If you really don’t need to be in London at this time, consider
travelling before or after the Olympics as this will deliver cost
benefits across all aspects of your trip.

For international travel to/from London during the peak
summer period...

If you absolutely have to travel to London at this time:

e organise your bookings with Campus Travel now, before prices
rise and for a better chance of using your preferred airlines and
hotels etc

e consider using alternative airports to Heathrow, such as
Gatwick and Stansted or Luton

e use a different class of travel if practical

e |ook into accommodation options outside Greater London,
which will be more affordable than within the city area (see map
on following page)

e allow enough time for travel to and from the airport as well as
additional time for security and visa checks at the airport.

For domestic travel within the UK:

e reduce any non-essential journeys during the peak games
period

e reschedule trips or meetings to avoid busy periods
e re-route trips to avoid busy locations

e factor in extra time for potential road, rail or domestic air travel
delays.

For further information

please visit

campustravel.com.au
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Know the lay of the land

To assist in your travel planning, the map below shows the areas within Greater London that will be most affected during

the 2012 summer. By booking accommodation outside these, you may be able to access lower rates while staying in an area
that is less congested.

Campus Travel can give you all the intelligence you need about travel options within and to/from London. We will work with
you to understand your budget limitations and keep your travel as cost effective as possible. But don’t delay — the race for
the London Olympics has already started!

Map of affected areas

London
5
Haringey = N
& Waltham
Forest
3 Redbridge
Wembley
Arena
L]
L]
Wembley :
Stadium Brent Olympic
arl
Camden @ =] Stratford International
Islington
; J . Hadleigh, Essex
Lord’s Cricket Regent's = Victoria  Stratford
Ground @ Park = Park Regional
° British Newbom
Marylebone [} Museum Tower
" i e Hamlets
Ealing Paddington [ Hyde Trafalgar ~ City = ExCel
S
P:'t qu:re Canary o London City

Windsor, Eton Wharf
o

Horse Guard @

Parade B el

Waterloo  London
Bridge

°
Woolwich

Earls goul't Victoria

Ld
The Royal
Attillery
Barracks

Lambeth

Southwark

°
Greenwich
Park

Greenwich
Wandsworth Lewisham
Bexley

Wimb:edon
Y

London 2012 Games venues
Bromley Live Sites
Landmarks
Rail Stations
Airports
Affected areas

Merton

Hneees:

Campus Travel
Who We Are
Campus Travel provides Australia’s most complete service in academic travel management.

Our trained consultants understand the distinctive world of academia and are educated in your domestic and international
needs. Drawing on our vast experience in travel and our knowledge of your sector, we deliver
savvy and flexible solutions, as well as global choice.

Our consultants are skilled advisors in all aspects of travel, from air and hotel bookings, to complex multi-point itineraries, to
travel security. With our blend of dedicated service, industry-first technology and rate negotiation specific to academia, Campus
Travel is the ‘smart choice’ for more than 20 universities and research organisations nationwide.

For further information please visit www.campustravel.com.au
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